Phil 1

All right, so let me tell you what just happened there. | have a dear friend in North Carolina, his name
is Chad Lewis, and he does audio video at his church down there. And he's seen some of the videos
that our church puts out on social media. And so he reached out to me and he said, every time |
watch one of those videos, | want to reach through this screen and throttle you. Which is just.

That's the kind of encouragement a pastor wants to hear. Right? And he said, it wasn't the issue with
what | was saying. It was this cord. And apparently this cord being visible is some kind of audio video
abomination.

So they have this little clip that's somewhere on the stage here that's supposed to hold this in place.
But what Chad didn't know is that God and his divine wisdom created my ears in such a way, they
don't want to hold this microphone. So the point is, this is Chad's fault. Any complaint should go to
him. If it happens again, we'll get his email up on the screen.

All right. You know, | have always found it interesting that different books of the Bible have a
reputation about their content. So take Ecclesiastes, the book we just finished. People tend to think of
it as kind of depressing, that Solomon is just moping around saying everything is vanity, that life is
short and death is coming. But if you are with us through that series, you'll know that that isn't really a
fair characterization.

And if Ecclesiastes has a reputation of being one end of the spectrum, the book that we're going to
begin this morning is all the way at the other end. Over the next couple of months, we're going to walk
through the book of Philippians, and it has its own reputation. It is often considered to be the letter of
joy, and it has some wonderful things to say about joy. Philippians 4. 4 tells us, Rejoice in the Lord
always.

Again, | say rejoice. And joy just keeps popping up throughout the book. But just as we discovered
that there was way more to Ecclesiastes than vanity of vanities, we're going to discover that there is
much more to the book of Philippians than Christians should just be joyful. Now, before we dive into
the text, we take just a minute to kind of set the table. Philippians is an epistle, which is just a fancy
word that means letter.

And whenever you read a letter, it's helpful to know who wrote it, who it was going to, and what their
relationship was. We can see some of Those things. In the first verse of this book, it says, paul and
Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi with the
overseers and deacons. So this was written by the Apostle Paul. He's got Timothy with him.

And they were writing to the church at Philippi. Now, this is a church that Paul knows very well. In fact,
he helped to plant this church about 10 years before he wrote the letter. And we can read about those
early days of this church in the book of Acts. Paul was on what we call his second missionary journey.
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And Paul didn't plan to go to Philippi. He wanted to go and preach the Gospel in Asia, but God told
him no. And then one night, Paul received a vision. In Acts, chapter 16, it says, and a vision appeared
to Paul in the night. A man of Macedonia was standing there, urging him, saying, come over to
Macedonia and help us.

And when Paul had seen the vision, immediately we sought to go on into Macedonia and concluding
that God had called us to preach the Gospel to them. So that's what Paul did. And Macedonia is a
province of Greece. And one of the very first places that Paul came to in Macedonia was the city of
Philippi. And Philippi was a bit different than the other cities where Paul ministered because it was a
Roman colony.

So it wasn't just one more city that Rome had conquered. It was a city that was designed to look and
feel like Rome. They had Roman law, Roman government, Roman customs, Roman religion. It was a
place where you were fully immersed in Roman culture. You might think of it like a little piece of Rome
planted in the middle of Greece.

That detail becomes very important later on as we work through this book. Now, when Paul first
arrived in a city, the first thing he would usually do is he would go to the synagogue. But Philippi didn't
have one. So Paul went outside the city beside a river, and that's where Jews would go to worship if
they didn't have a synagogue. And he met there a woman named Lydia, and she heard the Gospel and
she was saved.

And that was the very first Christian in Philippi. Not long after, Paul ran into trouble. There was a slave
girl in the city who was possessed by a spirit. And she made her owners lots of money. And she
started following Paul around and declaring that he was a servant of God who was there to tell the
people how to be saved.

But she didn't say it just once. She followed him around, shouting this out, hour after hour, day after
day, until Paul got so annoyed by her that he turned around and he cast the demon out. And that's
when trouble began, because without that demon, she couldn't make her owner's money anymore. So
Paul got dragged away to the authorities. He was beaten, he was put in stocks, and he was thrown
into jail.

And you might remember what happened next. Paul was in there singing hymns when suddenly there
was an earthquake. The doors flew open, the chains fell off, and that was really bad news for the
jailer. It didn't go well for you if you lost your prisoners back then. So he was going to kill himself.

But he found out they didn't leave. Acts 16:30. Then he brought them out, and he said, sirs, what must
| do to be saved? And they said, believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household. That's how the church at Philippi began, those two families.

And over the next 10 years, Paul developed a very close relationship with those people. And you can
hear that woven into the letter now. Look what it says starting in verse three. It says, | thank my God
in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all, making my prayer with joy
because of your partnership in the Gospel from the first day until now. See, this isn't like Galatia,
where Paul is writing because they've got false teachers to deal with.
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It isn't like Corinth, where the Church has all kinds of major problems that have to be dealt with.
Instead, this is more like a thank you letter, because Paul wrote this letter from a different prison, this
one in Rome, and the church at Philippi had supported him in all kinds of ways. They even sent
somebody to Rome to bring him a gift. Now, think about that context as it comes to the letter of
Philippians. See, when Paul writes this letter about joy, he isn't writing it as a man whose life is going
awesome.

He's wearing chains, and he has no idea what's coming next. He doesn't know whether he's going to
be released. He doesn't know if he's going to be executed. And as we go through this book, you'll see
that he understands that his death is a very real possibility. He just has no idea what tomorrow brings.

But that context is what makes the very next thing he says so remarkable. He doesn't know what
tomorrow holds. But there is something about the future that he is absolutely certain of. In verse six,
he says, and | am sure of this, that he who began a work in you will bring it to completion at the day of
Jesus Christ. So this is Paul he's talking about the Philippians or the Christians in Philippi.

And this is an astonishingly bold statement, says, | am sure of this. And Paul, he's been in ministry a
long time, which means he knows how badly it can go for churches. He'd been involved in spats with
other missionaries that were bad enough that they had to split apart. He has seen churches struggle
and go crazy in all kinds of ways. Paul has been hurt by people he trusted.

He's been in arguments with other apostles. He has seen people walk away. And the point is that Paul
knows the human heart. He knows how weak we can be. He knows how quickly comes courage can
disappear when suffering comes.

And yet he looks at this little group of Christians and Philippines, and he says, | am sure, | am certain.
Some of your translations say not. | am hopeful. Not. | think you're gonna make it.

Not. The odds are pretty good. He says, | am absolutely positive. No doubts whatsoever. And so the
qguestion becomes, where does that kind of confidence come from?

It surely doesn't come from the Philippians, right? They're just ordinary Christians. That means that
they're going to struggle just like everybody else. They're even going to need correction later on in this
very letter, because there was division that needed to be dealt with. So Paul's confidence can't be that
these guys are just unusually awesome Christians.

And it surely doesn't come from Paul himself. He's in jail. There's very little about his own life that he
can control. So if Paul's confidence doesn't come in himself and it isn't in the Philippians, where does
it come from? And the answer is right there in the verse.

It says, he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion. See, Paul can display unwavering
confidence in what will happen, because this audacity claim is rooted in the very nature of God. And
this is incredibly important for us to understand because we tend to think about salvation primarily
from our side of the equation. If you go up to somebody and you ask how they became a Christian,
what are they going to tell you? Their answer is going to focus on what they did.
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It's | repented of my sins. | believed in the good news about Jesus Christ. | prayed a prayer, | trusted
Christ, | walked down an aisle. Now, those are good answers. That is exactly what salvation looks like
from our perspective.

Jesus began his ministry with a single call. In Mark, Chapter one. He said, the time is fulfilled and the
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent and believe the Gospel. There is A real human response to the
Gospel.

You must repent. You must believe. Nobody is saved apart from faith in the finished work of Jesus
Christ. That's your doing. But what | want you to understand this morning is that when you tell the
story of your salvation from your perspective, you are merely seeing the tip of the iceberg.

You're describing what you could see happening above the surface. You remember the day that you
believed. You remember when the Gospel finally clicked, when it finally made sense. You remember
turning from your sin, putting your faith in Christ. And all of that is real.

But that is only the part of the story that you could see. Because underneath your repentance,
underneath your faith, underneath your decision to follow Christ, God was at work in ways you can't
even imagine. That is a truth that is woven all through the New Testament. But since we're in
Philippians, let me show you an example from this town. We talked earlier how the very first Christian
in Philippi was Lydia.

Acts 16:14 talks about her conversion. It says, one who heard us was a woman named Lydia from the
city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to
pay attention to what was said by Paul. So Paul preached, Lydia believed. And that happened because
God was working.

He was the one who opened her heart to the gospel. And you will see this over and over and over
again through scripture. John 6:44 says, no one can come to me unless the Father who sent me
draws him, and | will raise him up on the last day. Salvation is a work that begins with God, not with
us. And I'm not just talking about this one part.

God's hand is in all of it. Before we can be saved, we have to grasp that we are sinners. We have to
recognize that there is something inside of us that desires wrong things and something inside of us
that leads us to do wrong things. How does that happen? John 16:8 talks about the Holy Spirit.

It says he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment. See, there is a
moment in every Christian's life when they begin to see and understand their sin differently. There
was a moment when sin stopped being merely something you knew was wrong and you began to
realize, | am guilty before a holy God. That wasn't you having some light bulb moment. That was God
at work in you, and he is at work in all of it.

Look at what it says in 2nd Corinthians 4. It says, the God of this world, and that's Satan, has blinded
the minds of Unbelievers to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who
is the image of God. So Satan actively at work to prevent people from seeing who God is. But look at
verse six. It says, for God, who said, let light shine out of darkness, has shown in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ Jesus, he shines the light.
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God is at work in all of it. The Bible says that God is the one who gives faith. It says that God is the
one who grants repentance. It says that God is the one who helps us understand salvation is primarily
a work of God. Look at Ephesians 2:8.

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing. It is the gift of God. If
you are a Christian, if you have repented of your sins, place your faith in Jesus. If you are part of God's
family, it is because God will was working through you to that end.

Now, | don't want you to get too tripped up on this. I'm not saying that you aren't doing anything. You
have an absolutely central important role in this. It is your faith, it is your repentance. | just want you
to grasp that God is the primary agent of salvation.

Think about Lazarus. When we get To John chapter 11, he's been dead for four days. And Jesus
commands him. John 11, he says, Lazarus, come out. And that's exactly what happened.

Now did Lazarus have a part in this? Of course he did. It was his legs who moved. He was the one
who had to walk. But no one who was there that day went up to Lazarus and said, wow, great job
walking out of the tomb.

It was awesome how you chose to get up and walk out. Before Lazarus could take a single step, God
had to give him life. God is the chief actor in salvation. And I've been. I've spent all this time talking
about God's role in salvation for a reason.

Look carefully at our text this morning. He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at
the day of Jesus Christ. God finishes what he starts. There is a beginning, there is an end. And he
holds both of them.

And that is important because salvation isn't merely something that God did in your life. It is
something that he is doing right now. We tend to think about salvation in the past tense. So | was
saved and that's right. There was a particular moment in time when we repented of our sins and were
redeemed.

The Bible calls That justification, we were saved. But that isn't the end of it. Look at First Corinthians
1:18. It says, for the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved, it is the power of God are being saved. That is the present tense of salvation.

And the point here is that God isn't finished with you. He began something in you, and he is still doing
something in you. And the theological word for this is sanctification. And what it means is that God is
working in you to conform you to the image of Christ, to make you more and more and more like
Jesus. And this can be really, really hard for us to see.

Think about renovating an old house. This is the first thing you do. You start with demolition. So you
rip the cabinets off the wall, you tear up the floor, holes in the drywall. Maybe there's wires hanging
from the ceiling.

And if you walk into it at that moment, you would think, what in the world are they doing? What have
they done with this place? But the builder isn't finished. You have to tear down before you build back
up. And that's what self sanctification often feels like.
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See, God starts exposing things in your life that you didn't even realize were a problem. You start to
grasp the depths of your sinfulness. You see how prideful you really are, how selfish you really are.
And it feels like you just can't do it, that you aren't able to bring glory to God in your life. But God isn't
finished with you.

He is working on you. And he always finishes what he starts. Now, why all this matters is that we have
a couple of truths in Scripture that might feel contradictory at first glance. God is at work in us. He will
bring it to completion.

And yet there is this constant call in Scripture to persevere, and they're frequently coupled with
warnings. So second Timothy 2 says, if we endure, we will also reign with him. Hebrews 3 says, for we
have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold to our original confidence, firm to the end. Revelation
2:10 says, Be faithful unto death, and then | will give you the crown of life. Those are real commands.

There is no Christianity in the New Testament that says, | believed once, therefore it doesn't matter
what | do going forward. Christians endure. They remain in the faith. They persevere. That is our work
to do.

But once again, that's just the tip of the iceberg. God is at work underneath our perseverance to help
bring it about. First, Corinthians 1 talks about Jesus, and it says that he is the one who will sustain
you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. He sustains you. Think about a father
walking through a dangerous place with this little girl, and he reaches down and he says, hold my
hand.

And she does. That little girl is really holding on to her Father, but her security doesn't depend on the

strength of her grip. Because while she is holding on, the Father has his hands firmly wrapped around
hers. And if her hand begins to slip and her grip begins to loosen, his doesn't. And what | want you to
see here is that God is the primary agent in every act of salvation.

He is the One who saved you, and he is the One who is sustaining you now. He began a good work in
you. He is going to bring that good work to completion. And listen, this isn't some kind of abstract
theology. These truths have a real impact on how we live our lives today.

Because if everything we have talked about this morning is true, if God is the one who saves us and
God is the One who sustains us, and God is the one who ultimately brings us home, then the Christian
life doesn't have to be lived in fear that somehow we're going to mess this whole thing up. And | think
that there are Christians who live with that fear, and they wouldn't put it that way. And yet they're living
like God's delight in them rests not in what Jesus did on the cross, but in how they're living the
Christian life today. And if you live that way, your relationship with God begins to rise and fall based
on your performance. And here's the problem with that.

We always fail. | don't care how strong you are or how dedicated you are or how hard you work, you
are going to fail. And you know how | know that? It's because we are sinners. And what happens for a
lot of people is that leads them to doubt that they are saved at all.
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They just have no assurance. Sometimes you look at yourself and think, how could | possibly have
done that again? What is wrong with me that | keep sinning in this way or that way? And if your
relationship with God rests on your performance, that kind of failure doesn't just lead you to grieve
over your sin. It makes you question your entire standing before God.

But God says, no, that isn't how it works. You don't look at yourself and all your failures and sins and
struggles as a measure of your place before God. You look toward the One who saved you. And when
you do, you will see that you aren't defeated. Romans 8, starting in verse 37 says, no, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.

For | am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. What an incredible promise. If you are his, nothing can separate
you. Nothing in your past, nothing in your present, and nothing in your future. Because God starts
finishes what he starts.

And that brings up an important point. These promises only exist for people whom God has started a
work on. In other words, it's only for Christians. And that's why it's an important distinction that not
everyone who thinks they are a Christian actually is. Jesus gives some of his strongest warnings to
people who are absolutely convinced that they're fine with God.

Matthew 7 says, not everyone who says to me, lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the
one who does the will of my Father who's in heaven. Jesus isn't talking about atheists here. He is
talking about people who would say, that is my Lord. People who thought that they were in there are
people who think they are good with God and they are headed to an eternity in hell. So what do you
do?

2nd Corinthians 13:5 says, examine yourselves to see whether you're in the faith. Test yourselves or
you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you, unless indeed you fail to meet the
test. See, there is a difference between assurance and presumption. Assurance says, my hope is
entirely on Jesus. He paid for my sins on the cross.

He saved me. He. He will keep me. And presumption says, I'm a Christian because | repeated a prayer
or | walked down an aisle, or | raised my hand at VBS and someone told me that because | had done
that, | never needed to question it again. And listen.

Salvation can absolutely look those ways. It can absolutely be repeating a prayer or raising a hand,
but those are outward expressions of an inward reality. You're not saved because you did those
things. You were saved because you place your faith in Christ and because you repented of your sins.
And so when you raise your hand or walk down the aisle or sign the card that was you declaring that
you had turned to Jesus.

But not everybody who who repeats a prayer really means it, because you can say the words without
possessing the faith those words are supposed to express. You can Make a profession of faith
without actually possessing faith. And the question becomes, how can | know if that's me? How do |
examine myself without falling right back into the trap with we've been trying to avoid? How do | look
at my life without making my performance the basis of my salvation?
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Look at how Paul continues in verse nine, he says, and it is my prayer that your love may abound more
and more with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent and so be
pure and blameless for the day of Christ filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through
Jesus Christ to the glory and praise of God. God is the primary agent in salvation, but that salvation
produces something in the lives of his people. There is a growing love. There's an increased
knowledge and discernment. There is a changing sense of what is good in what matters.

There's a movement towards holiness. There's what Paul calls the fruit of righteousness. In other
words, when God begins a work in someone, there will be evidence that he is working. Now, if you've
examined yourself and you see evidence of God's work in you, and it's not perfection, right, but that
you have a desire for the things of God, that you have a hatred for your sin, then | want you to hear
verse six, for what it is a promise. Do you remember where we started this morning?

Paul is sitting in a prison in Rome. He has no idea what tomorrow holds or what next week holds. He
doesn't know if he's going to live or die, but he knows that he is sure. Because his confidence isn't in
his surroundings and it isn't in himself. It is in the sovereign ruler of all.

Now, you guys don't know what tomorrow holds for you either. You don't know what kind of trials are
headed your way. You don't know where you're going. You don't know when you're going to struggle
or how you'll stumble. But if you are his, if you have repented of your sins and placed your faith in
Jesus, if you have tested yourself and found that you're in the faith and you know where your story
ends because Paul tells us, | am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

See, there is a day coming when it will be complete. You will no longer have sin to fight, no more
temptation to resist. No more getting back up after you fall down. No more looking at yourself and
seeing all the places that still need to change. One day you will see Jesus and that work will be
complete.

And when that day comes, you aren't going to stand there and admire how strong you were. You're
not going to look back at your life and think, | can't believe | managed to hold it all together. No. You
will marvel at how faithfully God held onto you and all the work that he did in your life through every
failure and every season of doubt and every moment when your grip was weak, his never was. So
please stand for a closing hymn.

It is He Will Hold Me Fast.
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